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Kendra Sutton’s 
angelic voice 
boomed from 

behind a keyboard at the 
Willow Point Country 
Club on July 17.  Pouring 
her heart out in song for 
members of  the 
Children’s Harbor 
Anchor Society at their 
annual reception, 
Kendra crooned the 
words of  “Room 444” 
about a little girl 
struggling with cancer at 
Children’s Hospital…in 
room 444.  She sang 
with passion and feeling, 
for the child, Victoria, is 
her daughter and the 
light of  her life.

Kendra told 
Anchor Society mem-

bers: “It’s a good day when Victoria asks to go to Children’s 
Harbor.” With a catch in her voice and obvious emotion, she added 
“I wish there were more good days.” She went on to share with the 
members in attendance that night that they had no idea how many 
lives they touched by supporting Children’s Harbor. Her strength 
and courage came through loud and clear as she finished with 
another song, “Bring on the Rain.” The opening lines give a 
glimpse of  the battle her family fights every day, the battle against 
childhood cancer.

“Another day has almost come and gone,
Can’t imagine what else could go wrong,

	 Sometimes I’d like to hide away somewhere and lock the door. . .
A single battle lost, but not the war.”

Many children and their families are fighting battles with 
serious illnesses each and every day.  That is the reason the 
Children’s Harbor Anchor Society was formed: to provide the tools 
and support that these families need to remain “anchored” as they 
fight devastating illnesses, and to encourage them to keep their eyes 
on winning the war even when battles along the way are difficult.  

If  you can, please consider joining with my wife Marilyn and 
me and our other Anchor Society members by committing an 
annual gift or a series of  gifts in a calendar year that totals $5,000 
or more and become a Children’s Harbor Anchor.  It is our goal to 
average 200 Anchors on an annual basis and we need you.

					     God Bless,

A Word From Jim

Will You Help Anchor  
Children's Harbor?

Jim Ray, L.C.S.W.
Executive Director

Left to right:  Luanne Russell, Ben Russell, Bill Oswalt, Bobbie Parkinson, 
Jim Parkinson, and Millie Oswalt.

Children’s Harbor Thrift 
Store Founders Honored 

At a recent meeting of the Children's Harbor Board of 
Directors, board member Bill Oswalt submitted a resolution 
to honor Bobbie and Jim Parkinson, founders of  the 

Children's Harbor Thrift Store.  Below is Bill's 
introduction of  the resolution which was adopted 
unanimously:

In this world today, there is a group of  people who give lots of  "money" to 
charitable organizations.  There is a group of  people who give lots of  "time" to 
charitable organizations.  But there is a much smaller group of  people who give 
lots of  "time and money," and this is a very special group of  people!

We have in our midst today a very special couple who fit into that third 
category.  I am speaking of  Bobbie and Jim Parkinson.

Obviously, I do not know how much money they have given, but they are 
very generous.  They are longtime members of  the Anchor Society - that will tell 
you something of  their commitment.  

I have a better idea of  how much time they have given.  In 2003, Bobbie 
had a dream in her eye.  She talked to Ben and Jim and therein the "Children's 
Harbor Thrift Store" was born.  

Both of  them have spent literally countless hours of  weekdays and 
weekends.  They are never too busy with personal things to work at the thrift 
store!

I am sure they both will have a special place in heaven for their commitment 
to Children's Harbor.  But, while we are still here in this world, I think it is 
only appropriate that we show our very deep appreciation to both.  

Though the daily management of  the Thrift Store has been 
passed to Debra and Marty Krauel, we recognize and sincerely 
appreciate the self-less efforts of  Bobbie and Jim Parkinson. 


